[Hippocrates] Diseases of Women 1.62
trans. Hanson

"All these diseases, then, happen more frequently to women who have not borne a child,
yet they also happen to those who have. These diseases are dangerous, as has been said,
and for the most part they are both acute and serious, and difficult to understand because
of the fact that women are the ones who share these sicknesses. Sometimes women do
not know what sicknesses they have, until they have experienced the diseases which
come from menses and they become older. Then both necessity and time teach them the
cause of their sicknesses. Sometimes diseases become incurable for women who do not
learn why they are sick before the doctor has been correctly taught by the sick woman
why she is sick. For women are ashamed to tell even if they know, and they suppose that
it is a disgrace, because of their inexperience and lack of knowledge. At the same time
the doctors also make mistakes by not learning the apparent cause through accurate
questioning, but they proceed to heal as though they were dealing with men's diseases. |
have already seen many women die from just this kind of suffering. But at the outset one
must ask accurate questions about the cause. For the healing of diseases of women
differs greatly from the healing of men's diseases."



